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What is “motor vehicle” within automobile guest statute, 98 A.L.R.2d 543 





A motor vehicle has been generally defined as every vehicle operated or driven upon a public highway which is propelled 
by power other than muscular power. ! It is an automobile, truck, bus, or similar motor-driven conveyance.” However, “motor 
vehicle” is a broad term that has no universally accepted meaning.” It has been considered to be much broader than the word 


“automobile,” and to include various vehicles which cannot be classified as automobiles.* 


A motor vehicle must be self-propelled and must not operate on tracks or rails. Some jurisdictions exclude vehicles powered 


by human or animal power.’ 


The term motor vehicle necessarily excludes trains® or subways,” but may either include!” or exclude trackless trolleys. 11 Some 
jurisdictions limit the meaning of the phrase “motor vehicles” to transportation on land, not water!” or air, | although it has 


been held that a motorboat is a motor vehicle within the meaning of federal bankruptcy law. i 
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Some jurisdictions have a requirement that a vehicle, in order to be deemed a “motor vehicle,” must have been designed for use 


upon a highway, 1° or be commonly or generally used to transport persons and property over the public highways. a 


The term motor vehicle has been held to include— 


— a utility van. ” 


— an excavator operated in a solid waste transfer facility. a 
— an all terrain vehicle. 1° 


— an off-road recreation vehicle.2° 


— a riding lawn mower.” ! 


— an electric personal assistive mobility device.” 


— a motorized "pocket bike." 


A golf cart may be considered a motor vehicle” if it is operated on the highways,”> but not when it is driven on a golf course.7° 


A motorized wheelchair or scooter has been held not to be a motor vehicle for purposes of a statute requiring the operators of 


certain motor vehicles, such as motorcycles and motortricycles, to wear protective helmets.~” 


A truck, which is being towed by a motor home, is self-propelled, such that it is a "motor vehicle."7° 


The phrase "self-propelled vehicle" contained in a motor vehicle code definition of "motor vehicle" does not exclude a motor 


vehicle that is not in good working order at the time it is brought to a recycler.7” 


Observation: 


A legislature can define motor vehicles one way for licensing requirements, and another way for infractions or financial 


responsibility. ° Thus, what may be considered a motor vehicle for one statute may not be considered a motor vehicle for another.*! 





Whether a particular vehicle falls within a definition of a motor vehicle is normally a question of law.>? 
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Footnotes 
1 Mangra v. China Airlines, Ltd., 7 Misc. 3d 499, 790 N.Y.S.2d 370 (N.Y. City Civ. Ct. 2005). 
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